












































Pant failure usually occurs in four different
ways, including:
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Cracking and Crazing: this is the result of
a pant that has aged to a very hard finish
from several layers of paint becoming too
brittle to expand and contract with
temperature changes. The hard paint
surface is no longer able to expand and
contract with the siding. This causes

. jagged, interconnected breaks which
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allows water to enter and seep down into
the wood. This problem can be solved by
sanding the surface area and repainting.

Wrinkling: this occurs when the top layer
of paint dries before the layer of paint
undemeath. Apply the second coat of
paint only after the first coat has dried
completely.

Peeling: this is the most common paint
failure, typically the result of one of the
following: painting under bad weather
conditions, inadequate surface
preparation, or moisture. Painting should
not take place in direct sunlight. If the
surface is not cleaned properly the paint
will not stick. Moisture, from any number
of sources, may also be causing the
peeling. Water may be trapped within
the walls or from the exterior such as
clogged gutters, leaking roofs, or
vegetation planted too close to the
house.
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Alligatoring: this occurs when the painted
surface begins to look like reptile skin.
Alligatoring is a more severe case of
cracking and crazing which can be
solved through scraping the siding to a
smooth surface or the bare wood.
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Drover Town Preservation Guidelines

Surface Preparation

Surface preparation is the most important part of any
paint job. Removing earlier layers of paint usually is
necessary to insure a sound surface, clean and free of
loose paint. Not all paint removal methods, such as
open-flame torches, are appropriate for historic
buildings and can ultimately cause more damage.

Water blasting can be a good way for removing loose
and flaking paint, dirt, and salts. However this is just
one step in the process - not an alternative to scraping
or sanding. Be aware of two important factors: (1)
the pressure and volume of the water to avoid
damaging the wood and (2) waiting to paint the
building only after the siding is thoroughly dry.

Abrasive removal methods, such as sandblasting can
remove the outer, protective coating of brick and
cause ireversible damage to wood siding. The
preferred methods are (1) hand cleaning, (2) hand
scraping. and (3} light hand sanding.

Tips to Avoid Paint Problems

B Paint only when the temperature is between 50
and 90 degrees and humidity levels are below 60%.
B Never paint in direct sunlight.

B Read and follow the paint manufacturer's
directions. :

B Only paint a clean surface free of loose or
peeling paint, dirt, fungus, or mold. If needed,
clean with a natural bristie brush, using a household
detergent or bleach.

B Completely prime surface which is to be
painted, especially when switching from oil to latex
paints.

B Prevent excess moisture around your building by
(1) moving shrubbery which is too close, (2) keeping
relative humidity inside below 40% with ventilators
and dehumidifiers, and (3) making sure water is
running away from the house with operable
downspouts, gutters, and splash blocks.

B Spot-prime all bare wood, metal, and masonry
before caulking and applying top coat(s).

W For your painting sequence, begin with (1) siding
of the building (start at top). (2) windows, (3) trim,
and (4) doors.

B To add life to your paint job, inspect exterior
annually, clean if needed, and touch up every
couple of years.















