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HOOSIERS IN FLOODED AREAS ADVISED TO 
PRACTICE CAUTION WITH WELL WATER
INDIANAPOLIS—Flooding throughout southern Indiana has called into question the safety of many well systems.  People who drink, bathe, wash or prepare food with water from a contaminated well during or immediately after a flooding are at risk of contracting a serious illness.
Follow the tips below for well water safety during a flood: 

· Listen for public announcements on the safety of your area’s water supply and follow the instructions of local authorities.

· Residents who suspect their drinking water is contaminated should immediately stop using untreated water for drinking, ice making, cooking and bathing.  Use bottled or disinfected water for drinking, cooking, brushing teeth, and bathing until well water has been tested. Instructions for disinfection of water in small quantities is available on the State Department of Health website at www.statehealth.IN.gov by clicking on Disaster Information. 

· Contact your local health department to see if they can provide you with a well water sampling kit. Collection and shipping of the kits for testing will be the responsibility of the individual and not the local health department. A complete listing of local health departments is available on the State Department of Health website at www.statehealth.IN.gov by clicking on "Local Health Department Information.”

· Send your well water sample to the lab right away. No more than 30 hours may have elapsed from the time a sample is collected to the time that sample is received by a lab for testing.  Samples received after 30 hours cannot be tested.

· Contact a licensed well water professional to inspect your well before you begin using water, especially if a well is damaged, the lab report is positive for bacterial contamination, or continues to deliver muddy water after several hours of pumping.  If the well needs disinfection, the well water should be tested by a lab after disinfection to make sure it was successful.

For more information about flood safety and sanitation recommendations, please visit the Indiana State Department of Health website at www.statehealth.IN.gov.
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